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Dear members of the COST community,

y Presidency of the COST Committee of

Senior Officials which covered the entire
neriod from the latest COST Ministerial Conference
i ODubrovnik in 2003 to the COST Ministerial
Conference in Spain in 2010 will end on 21 June
2010 and | wish lo say good bye to all of you,

t is certainly very satisfactory to note how COST
| has improved since 2003, Somebody called this
six year period the "renaissance” of COST. From
180 COST Actions in 2003 fo the moreg than 280
Actions of today. From the 70 Institulions from
non-COST countries participating in COST Actions
to the more than 350 Institutions in 2010. From a
contribution to COST of 50-80 ME for the four years
of FP& to the confribution of 210-250 ME for the
seven years of FP/7. From 2003 when somebody
wanted to give "an hanourable funeral “to COST to
the present situation in which nobody could dispute
that COST is one of the most effective instrument
of the European Research Area. Fram the strong
criticism of the "speaking notes” of a representative

of the European Commission in 2003 to the "chorus
of praises” for COST — as it was reported in the
press - during the COST exhibition in the European
Pariiament in 2006 with Commissioner Potocnick
and Professor Buzek or during my presentation of
COST io the EU Research Warking Party in 2009,

For all this, my deep gratitude to all CSO
members, to the members and Chairs of the
COST Domain Committees and {o the participants
in COST Actions, lhe real “raison d'étre” of COST.
My gratitude o Professor Klaus Gretschmann,
Director General of the General Secretariat of
the EU Council, for his constant support and to
the members of the COST Secretariat for their
always loyal, competent and efficient support. My
gralitude to the members of the COST Office and in
particular to its Director and to the representatives
of the Evropean Commission.

EEIf COST did not exist it would he necessary
i invent it". This was the result of a survey In



the Eurcpean scientific community. COS5T was
certainly extremely important for my scientific
career and | understand that this i1s true for all the
young scientists of the COST comimunity. If COST
will continue to receive the same high number of
ocroposals for new COST Actions and if the same
high number of Institutions of non-COST countries
witl continue to participate in COST Actions then
COST should not have any problem for its future.
An extremely efficient mechanism under the direct
coarol of the COST Member States 1o confribute
to decrease the jragmentation of inveshments
in research in Europe coordinating bottom-up
initiatives and to open the European Research
Area to a glebal collaboration.

kkParting is such a sweet serrow”. This beautiful

oxymoron that Shakespeare used for Romeo
and Juliet and that combines contradictory ideas
of pleasure and pain reflects well my state of
mind. “Sorrow” since this concludes my “first”
farty years of association with COST. | started in
1970 as Chair of two consecutive COST Actions,

then as Chair of the COST Scientific Committee
Telecommunications and Information Science and
finally as President of the COST Committee of
Senior Officials. "Sweet” since | am sure that my
successor and you all will keep up the cutstanding
traditions of COST. My best wishes to the new
COST CS0 President Ms Angeles Rodriguez Pena
and my heartiest congratulations to her: for the first
time after 40 years the COST President will be a
woman!
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FPrafessor Dr Ing Francesco Fedi
Pregident COST Commiltee of Senior
Officials



£LErrare humanum est, sed perseverare diabolicum”. COST made its first fatal mistake when | was elected

President of the COST CS50 in 2004 and persisted when cenfirmed me as President of the COST CS0O
in 2007. Now that finally after 40 years COST will acquire its legal status with the COST Office Association
- & non profit making Association under the Belgian law - COST made its third fatal mistake elecling me as
President of its General Assembly and of its Administrative Board.

Consequently this is nof really a farewell but simply a good bye since it appears that COST will not
get nd of me completely.

Best wishes to ali of you, keep up the good work and.. . .long life to COST!
Yours sincerely,
Professor Dr Ing Francesco Fedi
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Frofessor Francesco Fedi was elected Fresident of the COST Committee of Senior Officials (CSQ) in 2004
and re-elected for another three-year term in 2007. His COST C50 Presidency ends on 21 June 2010,

On & June 2010 he was olected President of the General Assembly and of the Administrative Board of the
COST Office Associalion,



My dear President,
For me you are COST. And much more.
For me you are a wise man — a leader.
And a personality - strong, committed and vain.
You are a strong man and you are a good and very sensitive man.

| remember when you received a fraudulent mail in the name of Biljana asking for money because the
author claimed to be stranded somewhere and you instinctively wanted to help.

You are an honest man.
You live the values you present.
~The most difficult task for me was to bring to your attention
the fact that not all share these virtues.

It is a pleasure to discuss with you — or better to interrupt your reasoning by making a suggestion.
| learned a lot from you - in many dimensions: about humanity, about honesty, about ignorance,
about determination and fate.

All this did make it an experience, or better, a one chance in a lifetime opportunity to work with you.
| have met some impressive personalities in my life. You are one of them and | hope for an ongoing
close relationship, wherever the winds might blow me.

All the best and a long life to COST!
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Sometimes, life is fair enough to give you
the opportunity of meeting outstanding
people both professionally and personally.
This is your case, Francesco!

Not only have you brought to COST a new
phase, but you have also shown your
leadership and a great love for science.

Besides that, your affection, care, and
sense of humour have made the CSO
meetings also gatherings of friends with
shared interests and responsibilities.

| suppose you will enjoy your retirement of
the Presidency’s responsibilities but | and
COST count on you for the future.




The CO5TDay was only one day in Brussels, but with you
Francesco, everyday has been a COSTDay, in your devoted
mind and in your caring heart.

This is my impression of your two terms as the C50
President.

Actually, my term as C50 member started with your
presidency in 2004, Then, COS5T and Fedi have grown as
synonyms for me.

| cannot decide which is more difficult to admit: COST
without Fedi or Fedi without COST!
| believe our minds and hearts will always be together...
Omer

Dear Francesco,
| have had the chance to interact, follow and collaborate
with you for so many years. | have enjoyed, admired and
appreciated your dedication, faith and sometimes
boldness for the sake of CO5ST and for a better science
structure and environment in Europe.

You have helped to raise the DC Chairs as competent and
relevant stakeholders in brainstorming for a better COST
and a better ERA, We are very thankful for that. We all will
keep memory of you as the white bold knight carrying the
COST flag through stormy waters to a steady land
All the best for your future adventures
(I guess you will not stay still, even in Capri), Sylvain







Dear Professor Fedi,
| joined the CS0 as the Dutch delegate only a few months ago. | got to
know you as the President of the COST CS0, which you chaired with
great passion and humor, At the same time serious matters concerning
the future of COST were at stake. And | had to learn the jargon fast. |
entered the world of abbreviations like COST, the COST-CS0, the JAF, the
difference between the COST Office and the CS0 Secretariat, the
organisation of COST in the member states including the DC members
and experts. And of course there were the politically loaded discussions
about the establishment of the COST Office Association in Brussels. |
admire your energy and your never ending efforts for trying to keep
COST safe and sound for the future. | hope that COST will get the future
it deserves and that it maintains a strong position in the research
landscape. But since this is my goodbye note to you: most of all | would
like to thank you for all your work for the sake of COST!

Dear Francesco,
| am saying goodbye to a wonderful COST President!
For me COST and YOU are ONE,
both worthwhile for scientists, researchers and others.

| really enjoyed working with the COST family and especially
with you. You chaired COST with intelligence, a great sense of
humour and the irresistible Italian charm which made it a joy
to attend COST meetings with you,
Maestro Francesco, | applaud you!










Dear Francesco,

Being the CSO President is a full-time job. Sometimes this has meant full-time for the
Secretariat as well: you have kept us busy with (more than) daily phone calls and plenty
of texts, written with your Latin temperament.

To your disappointment, these colourful texts have so often been turned into a laconic
and bureaucratic style "a la Conseil"... But it seems that during these years we managed
to create an almost perfect match of the Nordic and Southern styles!

You have always been the first one to give praise and credit to someone you think has
deserved that!
We have worked a lot during these years - but also laughed and had a lot of fun.
We will miss you!
And just in case this has skipped your attention: please remember that we are always
available for a High Level Consultation Meeting in Capri!

Your "angels” at the COST Secretariat,






Dear Professor Fedi, Dear Francesco,

't has been a great pleasure cooperating
with you during your COST presidency.
We have always been impressed by your
commitment to COST and your ability to
promote COST all over Europe - and beyond.
Certainly, your efforts have been very
successful.




The COST budget has increased substantially
from FP6 to FP7 and COST seems to be highly
appreciated by researchers in Europe.

Also the impacts of COST are seen in research |
itself as well as in the use of research.
On behalf of the Europz2an Commission, we |
would like to thank you for your efforts and
wish you all the best for the future.

Jan-Arne Eilertsen

Markku Warras


















Rita (COST CSO, Ireland)
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Rita Ward, COST National Coordinator, Enterprise Ireland;
Gabi Egartner, COST Office, Brussels; you: Yesmina
Marlaire, COST Office, Brussels; Dr Martin Grabert, Director,
COST Office, Brussels

Dr. Martin Lyes, Enterprise Ireland, Divisional Manager
Technology, Automation & Productivity; you;
Dr Martin Grabert, Director, COST Office, Brussels
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Ihe Morwegian delegation to the C50 wants to thank you for your inspinng leadership, your great afforts to improve the
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organisation not only on a European but also on an International basis, and your efforts to Increase the visibility of COST












The German COST Team:-Walter Ménig, Klaus Uckel and René Haak from the Federal Ministry of Edudation andfRetarshr

larion Wolpers, Julia Kipper-Albertini, Nadja Rohrbach, Margret Mutz and former colleague Rutl !"-".-.';'l'i_.!u-".'-'_j.|!":l':"'!'i {ie









Thank you for your
hi? efforts to
develop the COST
programme, your
professionalism
and dedication.
You did more than
great!
Congratulations.
We all really
enjoyed being with
you for all of these
years, during the
work sessions and
leisure activities.
You have captured
our hearts as a
bright, smart and
lively person.

Wishing you
opportunities,
success and - most
of all - good luck in
all that you do
















To Francesco, we continue to believe in
and to develop COST on the basis of the
Programme's principles. And COST will
have a splendid future, which you
helped to create. We continue to share
our love for the classics. Please,
remember that the term insitutio
claudicans was found with you in mind.
Ad multos annos!

Francesco,
you come from the COST scientific community and have
never forgotten it. You have never been afraid to speak up
for COST to whomever when you thought it was needed.
You have been evangelical about COST beyond Europe,
and the reciprocal agreements we now have with New
Zealand, South Africa, Australia and Argentina owe much
to you.
And you always tried to ensure all points of view get a
hearing.
We feel sure you and your legacy to COST will be
remembered for many years, and wish you and Sandra
good luck with whatever you may now turn your talent to.




Dear Francesco,

On behalf of the Czech COST family | would like to
express our and my personal gratitude for everything
you did for the success of COST especially in the
present very complicated period of COST's life.

We do hope that COST is going to benefit from all your
immense efforts; not only the survival of COST as a
model of successful scientific cooperation across
Europe and throughout the whole world
but also for common scientific life.

COST is a wonderful example of the exploration of
European diversity to improvement global
development of knowledge. It sets an excellent
example for other communities outside Europe on how
to manage it.

We would like to wish you enough power to your
forthcoming professional and personal life.
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Dear Mister President of the CS0O,
My Dear Francesco,
My Dear Friend,

It happened that when | joined the CSO in May 2004, you had just been elected President. My predecessor, Martine
Sohm, had been actively involved in COST evolutions, and you had chasen her as a member of the JAF Group, in the new
format of an executive Board to the CSO that you had just designed. But since | was just was hopping onto the vessel,
you deemed it more reasonable that | first became accustomed with COST matters before proposing to the €50 my
application to JAF, and | joined the core group in June 2006.

And as we became more familiar to each other, trust arose between each other, and we entered in an every day closer

collaboration. It happened that times became difficult to COST, vultures were flying around, and, more than often, we

shared our worries, our hopes, our visions, and we “cried over each other’s shoulders”. | am proud that you considered
me not only as a friend of COST, but as a friend of yours,

During the dinner on the night before our Ministerial Conference in Palma de Mallorca, | was in charge of offering you a
statue featuring the “Four Horse(wo)men of COST*, conceived by the personnel of the COST Office, in gratitude to all
efforts we deployed over the last 3 years to respond to the numerous challenges linked to the good continuation of

COST. The voyage is not over yet, but three companions, Martin, Yesmina, and you, my dear Francesco, have now left the
ride.

But anyway, as you often said, COST is a family. And members of a family, even when life happens to set up a distance
between them, remain close in their hear:s. | will always keep a place for you in my thoughts, and remember all the good
times we spent on this venture, forgetting the bad guys, the moments of despair, and highlighting our victories. After all,

it was worth it, | would never have expected, joining the CSO, to be granted so many bright and tasteful days. Let me

associate Martin, so far away, and Yesmina to this tribute, and so many nice people in the COST fraternity.

Thank you for all,
All the best to you and Sandra,






COST Ministerial Conference,
Palma de Mallorca, Spain
15 June 2010










THE PAST AND PRESENT OF COST

{. COST in brief

COST - "Euwropean Cooperation in Science and Technolsgy" - is the longest running and widest Eurcpean intergovernmental mechanism for co-
operatlon in research,
Established by an exchange of letiers in 19591970 followed by the Ministerial Conference of 19 Eurencan States on 22-23 November 1871, COST
currently helps the scientific communities of 3% European countries” (including all EU Member States and candidale countries) cooperate in common
research projects [Actions), supported by national funds.
* COST membor states: Austna, Belgium, Bosniz and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, [celand, Ireland, Haly, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoma, Malta, Netherdands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Republic of Serbia, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain. Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom; COST cooperating state:
Israel.
COST is a cornerstone for the developmeni of the European Research Area (ERA} and instrumental in achieving the objectives set by the Lisbon
Agenda. It is a unique instrument with a clear role in the ERA which nolabily provides:
a European “exploratorium” of new ideas in the most promising fields of research, thus functioning as a generator of initiatives in the Framework
Programmes and as a potential source of indusirial applications, for instance in EUREKA,
a high-level scienttfic network able to tackle probiems of soctetat impertance;
a framework able 10 ensure scientific excellenge in networking Eurgpéan researchoers;
an effective tool 1o coordinate nationally funded research activities, encouraging synergy and worll sharing and avoiding duplicatien and gaps,
thus allowing a more efficient use of nahional resources. A" multiplier cftect” is achieved: with the funds provided for COST networking a volume of
resdarch activities worth about 100 times more,
an active parthdt in the Buropoan "neighbourhood” policy towards the scientific communities of the EU's neighboring countries;
an gsset for the EY RTD policy in ifs relation to the rest of the world.
The confirmed confidence and enthusiasm in the COST research community, and the support assured from the EU's Framework Programmes, represent
an imporiant epportunity for the scientific community on a world basis aise in the future.

2. COST Charactercislics

“Bottomn up approach’ {the initiative of launching & CQST Action comes from the Eurcpean researchars thamselves)
“a la carte participation” {only countries interested in the Action participate)
“eoordination of research capacity” using the network of national coordinators and Demain Commiliees
¥ Yopennass o non-Exropean participation”
“flexible structure” {easy implementation and light management of the research mitiatives)
are the mazin characteristics of COST. As a precursor of advanced mullidisciplinary research COST has a very important role for the realisation of
the European Research Arca (ERA), anlicipating and complementing the aclivities of the Framework Programmes, constituting a "bridge™ towards
the scienlific camimunities of emerging countnes, increasing the mobility of researchers acress Europe and festering the establishment of scientific
excelience. COST is arganised in nine domains:
Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences
Chemistry and Molecular Sciences and Technologies
Earth System Science and Eavironmental Managenment
Food and Agricullure
Foresis, their Products and Services
Individuals, Societies, Cultures and Health
Informaticn and Cammunication Technrologies
Materials, Physics and Nanosciences
Transport and Urkan Development
Howsaver, COST zlsc supports and encourages “Trans-Domain” activilies which de nol readily fit in any single Domain. COST contnbules to reduce
fragmentation in research investments In Europe, and opening the European Research Area to cooperation on a world basis.



Tre COST Structure at prescnt

The Commillee of Senigr Officials (CS0) is the main decision-making body and is composed of representatives from all COST Member States. The
Domain Commitizes (DCs) are responsible for particular research domains, and are also made up of representatives of all COST countrles. The
Manzgement Committeeas (MCx) - one for each Action - are formed by national expernts nominated by the countries participating in Lhe Action, and
coordinate the activities of the Action, reporting to the relevant Domain Committes. The CSC secretanat 15 provided by the General Secretariat of the
Council of the BEurcpean Unioen, thus underlining the intergovernmental character of COST. The scianlific and administrative Secretariat to the COST
Domain Committees and to Lthe COST Actions is provided by the COST Office In Brussels, run by the Evropean Science Foundation (ESF) as the
Implementing Agent of COST,

The COST Actions

"European Concerted Research Actions™- COST Actions - are networks centered argund nationally funded research projects in fields that are of interest
to ot teast five COST countries. COST Actions cover basic and pre-competitive research as well as activities af public wtility.

Every COST Action has objectives, defined goals and clear deliverables. They achieve resulls threugh network building and coordination aclivilies such
as meetings, workshops. training schools and short-term scientific missions. COST Actions operate across a wide spectrnum of scientific fields, are
oftan multi-disciplinary in nature, and offen continue beyond the nermal four-year doration of COST funding. Today there are more than 200 angeing
COST Actions and there have been about 5090 Actions over the years.

COST Open Call

A COST Open Call, with twa collection dates per year, is used to attract the best propasals for pew COST Actions. The call is thematically open and
proposals playing a precursor role for other European programmes andfor initiated by early-stage researchers are particularly welcomae, as are inter-
dlzciplinary proposals not fitttig readily into a single Domain,

Proposals are assessed in two stages. The top ranked Proliminary Proposals are invited to submit a Full Propesal, which is peer reviewed according to
establishad assessment eriteriz. The time betwesn the collection dale and the approval of the best Full Proposals is approximately 8 months.

Scientthic Qual:ty Contral

The scientific quality control of COST Actions s carcied out by the COST Domain Commitlees assisted by the COST Office, according to the COST
*Guidelings for Assessment, Monitoring, Evalualion and Dissemination of Resulls of COST Aclions”, and is composead of the follawing four steps:
Assessment of proposals for new Actions
Manitaring of Actions I progress: an "Annual Progress Report” is presented by the MC Chair of each Aciion annually in g meeling with the relevant DC
Ewaluation of completed Actions
Bisssmination of results.

COET Funding

The funds provided by COST are obtained from the European RTD Framework Programmes. The support to COST Actions is less than about 1% of the
tofal value of the research carmed out in the Actions. During the 7tk Framowork Programime (FP7), with funding of around 30 millien EUR per year, more
than 30.000 Eurcpean scienlists are involved in COST networking, with their projects representing a total value exceeding 2 billion EUR par year.
COST funding covers the coordination costs associaled with organising and attending meelings, workshops and conferences; short-term scientific
missions: and publications and cther dissemination activities, The research activities themselves (stafl. infrastruciure etc ] are suppored through
national funds and not by COST,



8.
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10.

COST Results

The scientitic importance and relevance of COST results is testified by the thousands of scientific papers published in the most imporiant scientific
iournals ang by the many doctoral degrees obtained by students working in COST Actions. C0OST results have also contributed fo European
competitiveness through many contributions Lo normative and standardisation bedies, the Small Enterprises originating in Europe frarm COST activities
at the frontiers of modern technology, and the many exampies of transfer of rosults to the European indushy.

The sacigta! importance of LOST results concerning issues arising from pressing societal needs has also to be underlined, The contribution of COST
to the ERA is also particularly important; COST is in rmany instances a precursor of research projects and activities in the Framework Programmes.

COST contributes to reduce fragmentation of national research efforts in ithe ERA

The mission of COST is to be a flexible, fast, effective and efficient tool to network and coardinate naticenally funded research activities at project levet
{Actions), bringing motivated scientists together undar light strategic guidance and lefting them work oul their ideas. This is particularly imporiant to
cantribule to reduce fragmentation of naticnal research efforts in Europe where about 85% of the investments in research are dong at a national level
and only 15% is managed at the European level.

COST contributes to increase cooperation on a world basis

One of the key features of COST is its openness fowards the rest of the warld aon the basis of mutual benefil. Institutions from non-COST countries can
join individual COST Actions on a case- by- case basis, once lhe mutual benefit has been ascertained, without the need for any fermal arrangements
at government or agency level. With such easy accessibility and light and fast procedures, COST has thus always been a “bridge" for the scientific
communities both of the Eurapean neighbouring countries and the world, Mare than 230 Institutions from non-COST countries are currentiy participating
in COST Actions.

In general, researchers from insttutions in nen-COST countries do not receive economic support from COST. However, COST has established a
particular strategy to encourage participation in COST Actions by researchers from the “near-neighbouring countries”™ ¥ Up to two researchers from
an institution it these countries may be reimbursed for aitendance at the meetings of any COST Action that they have joined, and are eligiizle to be
supparted to participate in other activities decided at the level of individual Actions.

* The Balkan and Eastern Eurcpean couniries [Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Muldova, Russia, Ukraine) and the Mediterranean and
north African countries (Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Lebanon, Moracea, Syria, Tunisia, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority).

In July 2007 two reciprocal schemes enfered into force to facilitate cooperation with researchers from Australia and New Zealand in COST Actions,
Drawing on dedicated funds fram their respective governments, these support the travel and subsistence costs of researchers from Australia and New
Zealand who participate in COST Actions. Within ten months of the launch of these schemes participation from these two countries had more than
tripled. In 200§, a similar arrangement was concludcd with Scuth Africa. india, Mosocce and Argentina are currently also looking at the possibility of
similar arrangemenis.

COST IN FP7

In Becember 2006 the £U Council decided to aligcate fo COST up & 25 million Eurg for the duration of the EU 7th Framework Programme {2007-2013).
This increase of about 80% in financial support to COST compared to the §th Framework Programme is an acknowledgment of the excellence of COST,
and a reward of paramount importance for the entire COST community, In particular it is a2 recognition of the participants in the COST Actions, the
real "raison d'étre” of COST and, in general, for the entire European scientiflc community, with their overwhelming response to the COST Open Call
confirming the vitality of the COST fremework.

COST will continue to contribute to the development of the ERA while maintzining its principal values, adapting its structures and therefore contributing
to the development of Europe’s compaetitiveness on the world scale.



THE FUTURE OF COST

COST Vision 2020 is framed by the Strategic 2020 Vision for the Europoan Research Area (ERA). There are several modes of cogperation and instruments to
fuffii the mission of ERA. One of them is COST - "Evropean Cooperation in Stignce and Technolagy ' - wilh long and unique experience in the coordination
of natianally furided research activities,

COST activities have been continuously developed in response 1o the needs of the European scientific community and the COST member states, whilst
however maintaining its principal velues and characteristics. A series of reforms has infiuenced and ¢changed the whele COST system. Iis strocture now
encourages more multidisciplinarity. The COST Actions have become more objectiva driven. Open calls have been included. Scientific guality contro!
has been reinforced. Dissemination of results has been diversified. Global participation in COST Actions has increased significantly and early stage
researchers have gained a stronger role. Thase and funther adaptations will centinue to adjust CCST to a changing envirenment and demonstrate C0OST's
dynamism and ability to adapt to the changing nocds of internationat cooperation.

In Eurcpe's balanced muliitude of ditferent sysiems for the suppor of research, education and innovation, COST continues to play a very distinet rele and
to complement other actors in the ERA, providing opehness and agqualily of access to activities in 3 unigque way. There continues {¢ be a strang demand
for coordination of bottom-up research activities, and the basic principles of COST - flexibility and openness — are widely recogrised, Therefore the level
of COST's activities has beon maintained and those activities breadened. COST's Vision of its place in the European Research &Area in 2020 is:

COST continues to be a flexible, fast, effective and efficient too! to network and coordinate nationally funded research aclivities at project level, bringing
motivated scicntists together under light strategic guidance and letting them work out their ideas, thus contribuling te overceme the fragmentation of
research in the ERA. A significant share of the European scientific community is involved, direclly or indirectly, in COST aclivities,

COST responds to futtire needs, it acts as an exploratorium for ideas and addresses emerging and nnforeseen developments. it addresses ambitious
goals and more complex guestions and has enhanced its precursor refle. COST Actions are objective-driven and often multidisciplinary. Their objectives
are ciearly defined and information arising from COST Actions provides well-structured evidence-based input for policy making and they contribute to
Eurgpe's competitiveness and socio-sconomic development. Whilst mainlaining its boltom-up character, COST is open o support longerterm planming
processes in the development of new COST Actions.

COST acts as a catalyst for long-term netwarking and in particular supports early career scientists and newly established research groups, strengthening
their futura pacticipation in Eurapean and other international research infliatives.

COST provides a framework for pre-nommative copperation leading to intermational norms and standards.
CCET is an inclusive and flexible international frameword for the benefil of the European scigntific community, COST has a woridwide geographical

coverage which will be further extended in & pragmatic way by continuing to involve nen-member countries in its Actiens and through & more structured
series of coliaborative arrangements,



STATISTICS

Yearly evolution of the Running and
Started COST Actions up to 2009
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Number of COST Actions by Domain 2007 - 2009
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Open Call - number of pre-proposals by Domai

(Coftecion dates 2008-1 and 2003-2)
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PARTICIPATION OFINON=(G19
COUNTRY INSTITUTIOR

Participation of non-COST country institutions in 2009
(Total: 340 pariicipations from 40 countries in 126 Aclions)
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